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June 17, 2008

Jeffrey C. Sullivan, US Attorney

United States Attorney’s Office

700 Stewart St., Suite 5220
Seattle, WA  98101-1271

Re:  The RPS Bond Fraud & Jo Savage Manslaughter cases in Spokane, WA.
Summary:  

The RPS Bond Fraud & Jo Savage Manslaughter cases in Spokane, WA, have been reassigned to your office for review since the recusal of US Attorney Jim McDevitt. I believe based on my training, education, and investigative experience that these are part of an ongoing criminal enterprise/conspiracy in Spokane.   There is group of individuals at different times have acted individually and or in concert together to commit criminal acts with the knowledge and approval of this group headed by the Cowles Co. This criminal enterprise/conspiracy has successfully plundered the public treasury of $100 millions of dollars through successive quasi public/private projects in Spokane.
The Cowles Co, its surrogates, have systemically co-opted and or corrupted governmental officials both elected and appointed including the sitting US Attorney for the Eastern District of WA, Jim McDevitt.  The normal political and governmental controls have failed because of being so thoroughly co-opted and/or corrupted by this incestuous, insidious, and malignant ongoing criminal enterprise/conspiracy.

Further The Spokesman-Review (S-R), which is owned by the Cowles Co, is an instrumentality of this ongoing criminal enterprise/conspiracy to conceal its criminal activity from public scrutiny. There is an inherent conflict of interest between the Spokesman-Review which it owns and the Cowles Co business and real estate interests. This is done by the S-R’s active self-censorship of stories and censorship of comments in the S-R blogs that would be highly detrimental to this ongoing criminal enterprise.  This is uncharacteristic of a paper of record that normally would be a driving force of public opinion. The Cowles Co has also subverted the fundamental regulatory scheme of the public airwaves by FCC that it holds in trust for the public to ensure diversity of programming content especially in local news production.  The public once so educated and so informed would hold their elected/appointed officials accountable for their criminal acts. In this letter I’m enclosing direct evidence that goes to the heart of the S-R being an instrumentality of this ongoing criminal enterprise/conspiracy.

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

I’ve previously sent two packages containing my recent letters to Spokesman-Review Editor Steve Smith.  I am now enclosing my letter to S-R Reporter Jonathan Brunt after his recent story, “Counsel’s RPS strategy faces criticism.”  In this letter I’m laying the groundwork to expose the Spokesman-Review (S-R) as the instrumentality of an ongoing criminal enterprise/conspiracy to cover its illegal activity.  I provided new and other information to Brunt including Betsy Cowles’ memo, “Divide and Conquer.”  This information has never appeared before in the S-R’s coverage of the River Park Square (RPS) bond fraud although it and other very damning information is readily available in the archives of Camas Magazine.  As reported in Camas Magazine, “The Stench That Won’t Go Away”:

Some reporters on The Spokesman-Review news staff knew enough about what was going on to feel ashamed.

“Our coverage of River Park Square created a stench inside this newsroom that won’t go away,” one Spokesman-Review reporter told me in 2001.

When a damning confidential memo from city attorneys to city council members describing the risks of River Park Square was leaked to the newspaper in 1998, not only did the paper refuse to cover it, staffers were so scared of it that they hid it in the off-site offices of an attorney. The burying of that memo, another Cowles reporter told me, “blows the cover” on how the Cowles newspaper reported on the publisher’s mall.
There are only three options to respond to my challenge:  (1) to report objectively and include Ms. Cowles’ memo et al;  (2) to “soft-pedal” and or self-censor as has been the past practice S-R’s in dealing with stories of its owners’ “suspect” business practices; or (3) to ignore this information completely.  In the best case scenario the S-R will report fairly and objectively and the citizens of Spokane will be informed.  Based on this information perhaps they will form the opinion as I have based on my reading of the Camas Magazine archives and the IRS finding disallowing the tax-exempt status of the RPS bond issuance that the RPS bond financing scheme was in essence a “robbery” of the public treasury.  The other possible outcomes will be direct evidence that the S-R is in fact an instrumentality of this ongoing criminal enterprise/conspiracy in Spokane. This criminal enterprise has successfully plundered the public treasury of $100 millions of dollars through successive quasi public/private projects in Spokane.
I am sure you are very aware the Cowles Co that is implicated in the two cases currently under review by your office after the recusal of US Attorney Jim McDevitt, owns the     S-R. One of these cases under review is the RPS bond fraud.  The other is the tragic death of Ms. Jo Savage in the RPS parking garage when her car was witnessed to “bumped” a precast concrete parking barrier, that failed and rocked forward, catching the undercarriage and launched both the car and Ms. Savage out into thin air, plunging her to her death.  Both former Sheriff Tony Bamonte (your complainant in this review) and I upon review of the information amassed by award winning investigative reporters Tim Connor and Larry Shook, believe her death to be a negligent homicide arising to a First-Degree Manslaughter under Washington State Law.  Sheriff Bamonte and I believe the Savage death is directly attributable to the criminal negligence of this ongoing criminal enterprise/conspiracy by its failure to provide ordinary care and due diligence to its patrons by intentionally refusing to do maintenance/structural repairs after repeated warnings.  In short the owners’ fully depreciated this structure with the intent of passing this accumulative liability onto the public with the purchase of the RPS parking garage by the City of Spokane. This is fully documented by eyewitness accounts in reporting by Connor and Shook in, “Girl from Hotsprings.” The proof of this case is self-evident - res ipsa loquitur. 

My wife and I recently relocated to Spokane for it’s many fine attributes.  I am a recently retired law enforcement investigator from Southern California after a thirty-five year career, five of which I served as a financial/economic crimes investigator and have experience in working:

I have worked or assisted in many diverse investigations including thefts, burglaries, robberies, sex crimes, and homicides.  I have worked complex cases involving ongoing criminal conspiracies, economic/financial/political conflict of interests cases, fraud/forgery, ID theft related crimes, graffiti tagger crews, pawnshop/secondhand dealer regulations, and high tech computer related crimes

I have a graduate degree in administration from the University of California, Riverside, including course work in public planning and financing.  I have an undergraduate degree in political science from California State University, Fullerton, I was a two-term president of my police officers’ association during very continuous times when our department was under scrutiny for a civil rights violation by the US Attorney’s Office.  I served as a planning commissioner in the City of Grand Terrace, CA.  I was president of a statewide investigators association that dealt with the financial regulation of and enforcement of state laws on collateral lenders (pawnshops) in the State of California.  As I’ve come to witness the systemic level of political/governmental corruption in Spokane it is the worst I've seen in my entire law enforcement career. Please feel free to review my attached bio and significant cases that I worked in my career.
I have formed the following operational hypothesis/synopsis in preparation to filing a FCC complaint regarding the Cowles Co adverse cross-media ownership in the Spokane Market. The Cowles Co has subverted the fundamental regulatory scheme of the public airwaves by FCC that it holds in trust for the public to ensure diversity of programming content especially in local news production:

The Cowles Co. is a privately held family trust headquartered in Spokane, WA. The Cowles trust owns newspapers, TV stations and produces news for TV and radio stations that it doesn’t own. The Cowles trust owns or controls a substantial amount of real property in the Spokane Region including the Downtown Core.  There is an inherent conflict of interest between the Spokesman-Review which it owns and the Cowles Co business interests. The matriarch of the Cowles family, Allison Stacey Cowles, after the death of William H. Cowles III, married, Arthur Ochs “Punch” Sulzberger, the patriarch of the Sulzberger family that owns the New York Times. The Cowles Co through its controlling ownership of media, intimidation and extortion of the media it doesn’t own in Spokane, has very successfully concealed the criminal acts of an ongoing criminal enterprise/conspiracy of which it is at the heart.

In a series of quasi public/private development projects in Downtown Spokane, there is a clear pattern and practice where “tainted” public financing was used to enrich the pockets of a group of individuals at the expense of the public treasury. The Cowles Co was the principal developer of River Park Square (RPS). RPS is one of these developments where fraudulent bond transactions were involved. Ms. Jo Savage tragically fell to her death after her car broke through a concrete parking barrier in the RPS parking garage. Both former Sheriff Bamonte and I believe there is reasonable cause to believe that Ms. Savage’s death was a First Degree Manslaughter under WA law because of criminal negligence by the owners. Local authorities did not pursue this case. There is arson/murder death of a fireman in a building fire that preceded another public project, the Spokane Transit Authority’s Transit Plaza, has some of the “usual fingerprints” of this criminal enterprise.

I believe based on my training, education, and investigative experience there is an ongoing criminal conspiracy in Spokane where a group of individuals at different times have acted individually and or in concert together to commit criminal acts with the knowledge and approval of this group headed by the Cowles Co. The Cowles Co, its surrogates, have systemically co-opted and or corrupted governmental officials both elected and appointed including the sitting US Attorney for the Eastern District of WA, Jim McDevitt.  The normal political and governmental controls have failed because of being so thoroughly co-opted and/or corrupted by this incestuous, insidious, and malignant ongoing criminal enterprise As I wrote recently to the Spokesman-Review Editor Steve Smith including an email I sent to a S-R Reporter Brunt (S-R is owned by the Cowles Family Trust):

 . . . S-R is nothing more than an instrumentality of the Cowles Co’s ongoing criminal enterprise to cover it’s [sic] criminal activity. This is done by it’s active self-censorship of stories and censorship of comments in S-R blogs. This information is highly detrimental to the owners that would otherwise inform the public. The public once alerted, educated and informed would hold their elected/appointed officials accountable for their criminal acts who have been systemically co-opted/corrupted by this ongoing criminal conspiracy.

The Cowles Co through intimidation also controls the flow of adverse information in other media it doesn’t own. When this is not successful, it silences reporters or other voices cutting too close to the bone by squelching them through a series of unfair subtle business practices and/or by violating the fundamental regulatory scheme of the FCC. While beyond the scope of this complaint, in my opinion a compelling FTC antitrust case can be made regarding a clear pattern and practice of unfair business practices carried out over many years by the Cowles Co et al that has given it an unfair competitive advantage over other businesses both new or established in the Spokane Regional Market. There are high costs associated for those who would choose to challenge the Cowles Co market domination. New businesses are similarly deterred from locating here because of “the company town” nature of Spokane. This is nothing more than organized crime without the Sicilian surname that must not be tolerated and must be eliminated.

My operating hypothesis is based in part on my read of the IRS ruling disallowing the tax-exempt status of the first RPS bonds and as reported by Camas Magazine in “The Casino was Rigged.”  After reading the IRS report I don’t know why the IRS didn’t pursue criminal fraud charges against those involved. My speculation based on my experience is that IRS knew that pursuing such a criminal case was a losing cause based on the relationship of the current US Attorney for the Eastern District of WA, Jim McDevitt, and his previous personal relationship with the RPS bond fraud and with his former colleague Attorney Michael Ormsby at the law firm of Preston & Gates. This is the same Michael Ormsby that the IRS took the unprecedented action of castigating publicly in implicating him in the RPS bond fraud as reported in Bond Buyer for, “ . . . incompetence and disreputable conduct.” The Bond Buyer mistakenly reported though that the tax-exempt status of the RPS bonds was preserved in this settlement. In fact the tax-exempt status was disallowed and the IRS got its back taxes of some $8M through a secret deal with Preston & Gates.
In my travels back and forth between Southern California and Spokane I quickly became a “fan” of the Mark Fuhrman Radio Show on KGA1510 AM, Spokane, WA, then owned by Citadel Communications.  It was from listening to the then Sgt. Ozzie Knezovich on the Fuhrman show that I became active in his successful campaign for Spokane County Sheriff.  It was during Knezovich’s campaign I became aware of the existence of this ongoing criminal/enterprise conspiracy.  My suspicions grew with the apparent “Bum’s Rush” given to Dr. Kim Thorburn, the regional public health director by the Spokane Regional Health District’s Board of Health that was too a topic of discussion on the Fuhrman Show.  My wife and her best friend who are both doctors of public health believe Dr. Thorburn as other medical professionals I’ve asked to be a consummate public health professional and encouraged my further investigation.  The stated reasons given by the Health Board for Dr. Thorburn’s dismissal appear to ring hollow.  By coincidence there is another quasi public/private project currently underway in Spokane, Kendall Yards, in which the current public health building sits right in the middle.

As time passed on the Fuhrman Show I also heard Cherie Rodgers and Tim Connor (co-complainants in the RPS bond fraud), former Sheriff Tony Bamonte (complainant in the Savage manslaughter death), former Spokane Mayor John Talbott, and former KXLY Reporter Tom Grant and other local officials discussing the RPS bond fraud.  It was a divining moment for me when the sitting US Attorney Jim McDevitt for the Eastern District of WA Jim McDevitt, appeared on the Fuhrman Show to rebut what Shook had alleged on a previous show regarding McDevitt’s personal involvement in the RPS bond fraud.  It was at this moment based on my extensive law enforcement experience that McDevitt’s attempts to refute Shook’s charges rang hollow based on his hesitancy in answering questions, the tension in his voice, and his explanations for his inaction and passivity which were at odds with my knowledge of prosecutors who aggressively prosecute public corruption cases.  I immediately understood why no local, state, and or federal investigation had gained any traction into the RPS matters.  It was a direct result of the Fuhrman Show that McDevitt subsequently recused himself when supplied with the massive documentation by Connor and Rodgers now under review by your office.  This information was readily publicly available but the paper of record, Spokesman-Review, was strangely silent.  The S-R did not aggressively pursue the McDevitt angle or the other information amassed by Camas Magazine that is inconsistent with my experience with newspapers pursuing public corruption stories. 

McDevitt’s appearance on the Fuhrman Show prompted my letter to the editor of the     S-R, which was subsequently published on August 11, 2007:

Letters to the editor

McDevitt should recuse himself

Editor Steve Smith was bold enough to seek an outside review of the S-R's role in the River Park Square story. It's time for U.S. Attorney James McDevitt to do likewise. With allegations made recently on the Fuhrman show, Mr. McDevitt should immediately recuse himself and request another U.S. attorney's office to lead an investigation to determine whether there is sufficient cause to warrant any charges.

To Mr. McDevitt's credit, on the Fuhrman show he said that public corruption cases are his office's top priority. He said a case has not been submitted for review yet. If one arrived he said he would recuse himself. As an economic crimes investigator I know investigators are reluctant to aggressively pursue an investigation in such complicated public conflict-of-interest cases unless there is a "buy-in" early on by the prosecutor.

The U.S. attorney's office is not a passive participant in cases of this magnitude. The RPS case warrants prosecutorial zeal and impaneling of a grand jury to compel testimony from reluctant witnesses. To wait for an investigation to be laid on his desk is a disservice to the people of Spokane who, after all, were left holding the bag. [My emphasis added]

Ron Wright

Spokane

I have since spoken with Cherie Rodgers, Tim Connor, Larry Shook, Sheriff Bamonte, former Mayor John Talbott, KXLY Station Manager Steve Herling and others.  I have reviewed the Camas Magazine documents that in my professional opinion stand alone on their face as direct evidence of the RPS bond fraud by this ongoing criminal enterprise/conspiracy.  I have reviewed the Fancher Report that was written in the 70’s that chronicles the Cowles Co dynasty in Spokane over the last one hundred years.

Late last year the Mark Fuhrman Show was cancelled after Mapleton Communications LLC purchased KGA1510 et al from Citadel Broadcasting. There were many significant stories broken on the Fuhrman Show that were directly adverse to the interests of the Cowles Co in addition to the McDevitt story.  Coincidently the day before the Fuhrman Show was canceled I was a caller to show regarding the significance of Attorney O. Yale Lewis.  Previously then candidate for Mayor, Mary Verner made a commitment to me (again a caller) on the air on the Fuhrman Show that she would consider bringing Lewis back to finish his investigation as commissioned by former Mayor John Talbott. Fuhrman immediately grasped the gravity of Lewis’ return to expose this fraud.  As I explained if the RPS project was exposed as a fraud as I believed it was, even though the developers threatened bankruptcy of the RPS LLC, the LLC could be pierced and all of the developers’ asset would then be on the table to make the citizens of Spokane whole again who were now left holding the bag of a $100M swindle.  The Lewis documents were the subject of S-R Reporter Brunt’s most recent story prompted my new challenge to him.  I tipped Brunt off to the existence of the Lewis documents in possession of the City of Spokane.  I don’t know if I was the only who tipped Brunt but never the less he did file a PDR with the Spokane City Clerk for this documents.

I too filed a PDR with Spokane City Clerk Teri Pfister for the Lewis documents and replied when the City Attorney’s Office block their release:

. . . In my discussions with Mayor Talbott, Mr. Lewis was retained to unravel the RPS bond fraud and to make whole the citizens of Spokane. Mr. Lewis’ charge was not to provide criminal defense for city officials or their contract employees that were complicit in this fraud. In my opinion the interest of the publics’ right to know to hold their government accountable when there is reasonable cause to believe that they were defrauded in the RPS project in an ongoing criminal conspiracy, trumps any potential attorney/client privilege in documents in the possession of and paid for with taxpayer funds of those complicit in the fraud. The citizens of Spokane after all are now saddled with a new indebtedness of approaching $100M.

After the cancelation of the Fuhrman Show I began doing my own independent research, as this simply, “didn’t smell right.”  I suspected this was a move by the Cowles Co to silence Fuhrman, as it could no longer afford the damning information that was becoming public on his show.  There is previous MO by the Cowles Co to ruthlessly squelch reporting adverse to its business interests and any others that also would challenge. Read the circumstances surrounding former KXLY award winning TV reporter Tom Grant who was doing hard-hitting reports on the RPS bond fraud.  Grant eventually left KXLY and was again later doing RPS reporting at FOX 28 in Spokane.  When KHQ-TV (A Cowles Co) contracted to produce the news for FOX 28, Grant was not picked up by KHQ-TV.  This is documented in Camas Magazine articles, “Jamming Tom Grant,” and “Requiem for a Reporter.”  

After the cancelation of the Fuhrman Show I sent a demand letter to Mapleton Communication LLC requesting that they do a due diligence investigation to determine if there was any Cowles Co and or surrogate involvement in the sale. Mapleton Communications LLC never responded to my demand letter. The Fuhrman Show was canceled even though the sale had not yet closed.  I have a source that said the Fuhrman Show was a major factor in the initial sales discussions when Mapleton LLC first approached Citadel.  I spoke with KGA1510 Station Manager Don Morin.  He assured me that the sale was going to go through.  He said there was some dispute with the Mapleton Communication LLC investors that the price being paid for the Citadel Spokane stations was excessive.  My suspicion was that there was a “straw investor” in Mapleton Communications LLC and or in Mapleton Investments LLC a financial backer.  Adam Nathanson is the principal of Mapleton Communications LLC.  His father, Marc Nathanson (also of Falcon Cable TV) is the principal of Mapleton Investments.  Both companies share the same LA address and interconnected phone system.
Potentially Cowles Co controlled money was funneled through a surrogate for this deal with the goal to silence Fuhrman and hence the concern by other investors as to the excessive purchase price being paid for KGA1510 et al or a quid pro quo exchange was brokered between the parties to achieve this end.  At about this time the Cowles Co purchased several TV stations in California for some $41M. There is past practice where a trade was initiated between multiple players to possibly circumvent regulatory notice and potential capital gains taxation with a land swap ”donation” between the Cowles Co, the developer of the Spokane Valley Mall, and Whitworth University of Spokane, WA, that is a major recipient of Cowles family donations.  There are two buildings on the Whitworth University Campus named for the Cowles.  

Another favorable outcome of this deal is that Mapleton LLC has now swapped the station formats (talk radio and local sports) between KGA1510 and KJRB790 (Spokane, WA) another Spokane station in the group of stations purchased from Citadel.  Mapleton filed a request with the FCC to power down at nighttime the  “clear-channel” 50K watt station KGA1510.  Mapleton filed a request to increase the power of a station that it owns in the Oakland Area on the same frequency.  Both stations can’t both operate at 50K watts at night, as they will interfere with each other.  The power increase of the Oakland station will significantly increase its listening audiences increasing its ad revenue ratings.  When this reduction in power occurs this fall, a number of Spokane Area fringe listeners will be upset, as they can no longer get reception of local sports events.  Again coincidently the S-R has since entered into a cooperative venture with Mapleton Communications LLC to produce bottom of the hours news segments at KGA1510 et al.  The S-R has announced it will expand these segments to include interviews.
During Tom Grant’s tenure at KXLY while he was reporting on RPS, KXLY was losing major ad revenue in the $100k of dollars from the Cowles Co.  KXLY’s General Manager Steve Herling who I recently interviewed, confirmed he wrote this following email.  He did caution that he was able to replace this lost revenue and that he did not feel pressured to remove Grant.  He said although he didn’t consider it fair that KXLY was off the Cowles Co “buy list,” it was its right to do so just as it was his right to refuse advertising:

-----Original Message-----

From: Steve Herling

Sent: Monday, May 14, 2001 2:34 PM

To: memoda@webtv.net

Cc: Chris Gilks, Michelle McIntyre, Teddie Gibbon

Subject: Re: Tom Grant

We do not agree with that assessment.  RiverPark Square alone is testament to our ability to forgo ad dollars for truth.  We have been off their "buy" list for over 2 years costing us hundreds of thousands of dollars because we supported the reporting, whether Tom Grant or any of our staff (yes there were other of our reporters on RPS than Tom).  We never have shied from the truth for dollars and we've proven it.   We have reported negative news about car dealers and taken the hit....Tom simply is uninformed about our busniness practices.  We only spent $3,000 on the personal grooming consultant (TV is a visual medium and we want our people to look their best) not the $10,000.  And that expenditure took nothing away from our journalism budget.  We hope to have an exciting announcement soon of a replacement for Tom.  It does make a difference to me if you watch.  Remember KREM, KAYU and KHQ are getting all of the RiverPark Square advertising budget.  If I lose you too I have really been penalized for doing the "right" thing.

As recently expressed by local veteran KXLY radio icon Mike Fitzsimmons in his blog
We know firsthand in Spokane about what can happen. The River Park Square story in Spokane, was deliberately and unethically under-reported by the Spokesman Review and one television station in our community, to protect the family that owned the mall and the media outlets. Imagine what might have been possible had this local media powerhouse controlled many more sources. The public might not have learned about this fiasco at all [My emphasis].
Reporter Tom Grant recently responded to Herling’s comment:

On Fri, May 9, 2008 at 5:55 AM, Tom Grant <tom.grant@metrospirit.com> wrote:

    My thoughts... On Fox. We knew KXLY and Fox were negotiating. Q6 was never in the picture, as far as we knew, until the moment they told us  the news operations was being shut down.

    Not only were Siddoways active in Powers' campaign, Doug Siddoway clearly crossed the line when he advised me to drop a story both as a Powers worker and as our attorney. Doug also worked as KXLY attorney, on occassion.

    While Herling may not have perceived any pressure from Siddoway regarding the RPS story, I did. At one point, shortly before I left KXLY, I was called into a meeting with Herling, Powers, the News Director, and the HR person. I can't remember exactly what the meeting was about, except that when I saw them all there I felt a great deal of pressure that my reporting was causing problems.

    I believe the Siddoways were influencing KXLY's coverage of RPS after Powers took office. There is no question in my mind that management (Herling? Siddoway? The station GM? The News Director acting on his own?) decided not to cover RPS in any meaningful way after Powers took office.

    Tom

I should explain the significance of the Siddoways.  Attorney Laurel Siddoway is the first amendment counsel for KXLY.  Laurel Siddoway and her husband, Doug, were major contributors to former Mayor Powers’ campaign for mayor.  Coincidently again Attorney Mike Ormsby was Powers’ campaign treasurer.  Mayor Powers in essence fired Attorney O. Yale Lewis and brought in Laurel Siddoway as the City’s special bond counsel while still in the employ of KXLY.  In my opinion Laurel Siddoway “tanked” an excellent bond fraud case developed by Attorney Gary Ceriani on behalf of the institutional bondholders that sued the City.  The City bought out the bondholders’ case and retained Ceriani.  In the midst of this Siddoway constructed the RPS “bailout” against the advice of Ceriani that was never conveyed to the City Council (See Camas Magazine, “A New RPS Fraud”).  In the recently released Lewis documents there is a letter from Attorney Mark Schwartz to Mayor Powers that concurs with my assessment of Siddoway’s action as I emailed to S-R Reporter Brunt.  Even though Schwartz requested of Mayor Powers that his letter be distributed to the City Council, former City Councilmember Cherie Rodgers has told me she never saw Schwartz’s letter at that time.  According to Brunt’s recent article, Cherie Rodgers has recently filed a bar complaint with the Washington State Bar Association against Laurel Siddoway.

I have another source that also lost $10Ks in business revenue from lost clients from speaking out against the Cowles Co.  This source recently told me that they overhead a conversation at a civic event between Chris Peck, former editor of the S-R and Ted McGregor the publisher of the independent weekly, The Inlander.  Peck was heard to tell McGregor to back off on its RPS stories or it would lose Cowles Co ad revenue.  I have made several requests for an interview with McGregor but he has never replied.  So I haven’t been able to corroborate this source’s account.  As when Terrence Fancher noted when he wrote the Fancher report:

Fancher said he interviewed more than 200 “past or present” business and professional people and public officials. Many interviews were tape-recorded. His sources resided both in Spokane and around the country, he said. None would be named for fear of Cowles retaliation [My emphasis added].

In reviewing FCC licensing information I discovered that the Cowles Co did not fully disclose its relationship with FOX 28 under “other media interests” in its most recent renewal license application of KHQ-TV, the local NBC affiliate, which it owns.  As mentioned KHQ-TV now produces the news programming for FOX 28.  This is the deal that effectively silenced Tom Grant who was last working at FOX 28.  Tom Grant has since left town as others too that have challenged the Cowles Co.  While the Cowles Co was not technically required to disclose this “other media” relationship with FOX 28, had FCC known the full import of this move it may have taken enforcement action.  This Cowles Co action has subverted the fundamental regulatory scheme of the public airwaves by FCC that it holds in trust for the public to ensure diversity of programming content especially news production.  I believe this is done to conceal the illegal activity by controlling and self-censoring news coverage thereby public awareness and opinion who would then hold those accountable in this ongoing criminal enterprise/conspiracy.
The control and self-censorship of news production is only a part of a much larger case in chief that could be brought by the FTC in an antitrust action against the Cowles Co for its monopolistic stranglehold on Spokane e.g., Spokane is a “company town.” The Fancher Report written in the 70’s is as true today as it was when it was written as to the ruthlessness of the Cowles Co. The Fancher Report estimated that the Cowles Co controlled based on advertising revenue 80% of the media in the Spokane Market.  The Cowles Co using its political connections successfully removed itself from the FCC divesture list in the 70’s to force divestiture of either the S-R or KHQ-TV.  The Cowles Co was allowed to keep the KHQ-TV and has been subsequently grandfathered over the ensuing years.  The FCC is only now considering loosening it regulation of cross-media ownership in regional markets.  This loosing of cross-media ownership is only for the top twenty Nielson regional markets.  The Spokane Market is currently ranked 77th in the Nielson local markets.

I have sought to expose this ongoing criminal enterprise/conspiracy by using the power and resources of the New/Alternative Media that some have called the Blogosphere.  Imagine an almost infinite distributive computer network with massive parallel processing power.  In this distributive network each node is a “smart one” unlike other “dumb” distributed networks like SETI.  I have done research to harness this tremendous power to force leverage scarce police resources to defend the Homeland in the Global War on Terror and have coined the term Mission Focused Strategic Communications (See my significant cases).  I have become an expert in the New/Alternative Media.  In short we are living in a communication reformation period as great or greater than Martin Luther’s time when control of the news and information of the day was wrested away from the elitist aristocracy and the Catholic Church with the advent of the printing press.  The Mainstream Media (MSM) is in its current downward spiral, because its business paradigm is in transition.  The MSM no longer exclusively controls the flow of information.  The MSM has grown lax and has lost credibility in the eyes of its readers that now have alternative sources of information that can expose MSM bias and errors in reporting.  

The medium of communication no longer requires large capital investments in printing presses and or TV/Radio transmitters.  The Internet is essentially free. The currency of the new media is now the validity, reliability, and predictability of the information provided in one’s own daily life. The news sources that best meet those needs will attract readers and grow.  Those news sources which lack credibility and or don’t correct misinformation quickly will die.  I’m one of the founding members of a group bloggers that created Media Mythbusters to document, publish and expose examples of MSM bias especially in its coverage of the Global War on Terror.  You can read more on this subject at Friends of Mark Fuhrman Blog that I created to continue the work of Mark Fuhrman to inform the public on substantive matters that are not being reported or are underreported in the S-R in this post:


The Currency of the New Media



UPDATE - S-R Ombudsman Dr. Tallent, ‘Do you care?’
I have sought to challenge the S-R in its coverage of RPS et al.  S-R Editor Steve Smith regularly marginalizes me and with a broad brush assails my character and credibility and any who would ask probative questions to hold those accountable for this fraud.  Mr. Smith has censored S-R Blog discussion threads where those comments are well within the norms of conventional blogging etiquette.  Mr. Smith has now sought to silence me by banning me from all S-R Blogs.  Mr. Smith refuses to debate the facts or provide information where those who criticize are mistaken or in error.  Read Mr. Smith’s most recent reckless language he uses to marginalize those who would ask the probative questions that the S-R has been strangely silent.   This is uncharacteristic and unprofessional of an editor of a major newspaper: 
S-R Editor Steve Smith bans RBT from all S-R Blogs
UPDATE: Hey did I get “libeled” by Smith in print via the Ombudsman Tallent in today’s S-R?


As I outlined in my enclosed letter to S-R Reporter Brunt:

As in my first letter to S-R Editor Steve Smith I painstakingly detailed the elements of a criminal conspiracy and put him on notice regarding his character assassination of me . . . 

Other than Mr. Smith's being totally incompetent and or totally oblivious to the canons of "journalism of verification" as I rather doubt, there is little else to infer than he's part and parcel of this ongoing criminal enterprise.  He continues to marginalize and dismiss the collective of works of Tim Connor and Larry Shook.  He regularly impugns publicly as captured in the latest S-R Ombudsman's Column my character and professional integrity [My emphasis added].

I am very familiar with the very limited investigative resources of law enforcement agencies having been there myself.  I have some remorse for not pursuing cases that for one reason or another I could not give my full attention and pursue with vigor.   I am now in a very unique position in that I do not have to work for a living, I’m not running a business that has to compete in this market, and I have no desire to run for public office.  My time is my own.  I am immune to the normal methods by which the Cowles Co have sought to silence its critics. As a citizen I feel compelled from of a sense of civic duty to perform a public service that I am uniquely qualified to do.   I will not succumb to the culture of “victimization and disenfranchisement” I have come to know in Spokane. I will not sit idly by while a street robbery is committed in my presence by a group of street thugs albeit clever ones for I am and always be a “sheepdog” as described by Lt Colonel Dave Grossman in his book, Of Sheep, Wolves, and Sheepdogs.  I will not wear a sign on my back in town that says, “Sucker – Rob Me!”  I will not be marginalized or have my character assassinated in public which is the way the Cowles Co has ruthlessly responded in the past to anyone who would say in this town, “the emperor wears no clothes.” I will not go quietly into that goodnight.

You Sir, are the last best hope for the citizens of Spokane.  I’m very encouraged that you have taken this assignment so seriously.  I am aware that you have taken the unprecedented action of assigning two AUSAs to review the material submitted by Connor, Rodgers, and former Sheriff Bamonte to decide whether a federal grand jury should be impaneled to secure the testimony of reluctant witnesses or those complicit in the fraud some of whom are imperil of or subject of intimidation by the Cowles Co or their surrogates, to decide once and for all if criminal indictments should be issued.   As in the original Star Wars trilogy, as Princess Leia bends to encode a message into R2D2 drone, "Help me Obi-Wan Kennobi...you're my only hope."  The local and state criminal justice resources for a number of reasons can’t or won’t excise this evil incestuous, insidious and malignant ongoing criminal enterprise from our midst.  The full resources of the federal government are what are needed to dislodge this ongoing criminal enterprise/conspiracy to restore a normal civil culture, business environment, and political/governmental environment in Spokane.

I will happy to provide any source documents that will aid in your review/investigation.

Sincerely,
Det. Ron Wright (Retired)

Riverside PD, CA

3327 W. Indian Trail Rd., PMB 135

Spokane, WA 99208

951-233-0710 (Cell)

nar9350@gmail.com (email)
Attachments (CD Disk with following files):

MS Word .doc of this letter with embedded HTML links to cited references (Shown in underline in the hardcopy)

Letters to S-R Editor Steve Smith of 04-11-08 & 06-05-08  
Letter to S-R Reporter Jonathan Brunt of 06-09-08
Resume/Bio
Significant Cases
Camas Magazine Archives in PDF
Fancher Report PDF
cc:
Sheriff Ozzie Knezovich, County of Spokane, WA

Mayor Mary Verner, City of Spokane, WA

City Council, City of Spokane, WA

US Attorney Jeffrey C. Sullivan, Seattle, WA

Assistant U.S. Attorney Kurt Hermanns, Seattle, WA

Assistant U.S. Attorney Robert Westinghouse, Seattle, WA

Agent Frank Harvill, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Spokane, WA

Sgt. Ken Wade, Washington State Patrol, Spokane, WA

Chief Anne Kirkpatrick, City of Spokane, WA

Acting City Attorney Pat Dalton, City of Spokane, WA

Federal Communications Commission, Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau, Consumer Complaints, Washington, D.C.

Federal Trade Commission, Bureau of Competition, Washington, D.C.

Sheriff Bamonte (Former), Spokane, WA

Breean Beggs, Center for Justice, Spokane, WA

Tim Connor, Spokane, WA
Cherie Rodgers (Former Councilperson), Spokane, WA

Larry Shook, Spokane, WA

Mayor John Talbott (Former), Spokane, WA






