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I)O.I CLOSES RI\ '}-R PARK SOUARE INVESTIC,4.TION WITH NO CRINIINAL
CHARCES

Length) lnwstigation Findt No Eridence al (-rimindl lnrent to De.lftlutl

lhc Ll.S. Deparlmenl ofJustlcc loday closed the invcstigation into Spokane s Rirer Park
Square developnent with thc announcemenl that no t 'cderal criminal charges would be t i lcd. ihe
[-lnited States Atto] nc-y's Ol]1ce 1br &e Western l)istricl ot \Vashinglon launched thc in\ csligililnr
just oler a )car ago. lbl lo\r ing the rccusal oi lhe l-1.S. Attome)'s Off icc for lhe F-aslern Disuicl o1
\I 'ashington. The investigation cxamined a number ol al lcgations surrounding lhe Rir er Park Squar. '
project. In closing the investjgation. senior prosecutors determincd lhere was no e\idencc an)
indi! idual acted with intcnl to deliaud.

"Aftcr the lcct. there u'as a grcat deal ofdebate ovcr thc assumplions made in lhe bonrj
proposal. But aier e)ialnining tl'rousands ol records from the ciril case. and using the tools alailable
to the grandjury'. \\c deiermined lhere 1{as no case ofcriminal wrongdojDg. ' sajd Ilobert
\\'estingl]ousc, Criminlal Chief lbf thc Unitcd S1ales Attorne-y s Of1'icc for the Weslern Disrrict of
\\ 'ashington.

l he in\ esligalion examined lbur malle$ relatcd to Ri\ er Park Squale: 1 ) Had the rnaftcr c\ er

been relerred to. but not properll prLrsued b-!, thc U.S. Allorne-r- s Otice tbr rcvicu tbr criminal
chargcs prior 1() the 1007 rel 'enal? 2) Did t l .S. A11ome) Jim Mcl)cvif i  lai l  lo disclose his pdor work

on thc River Par'k Square projcct uhen he \\as undcr consideralion lo lead the Unilecl Stales
Atlomet's Olf icc tbr the Dislr icl? 3) \\ras thcrc criminal rvrongdoing in the nall  cler elopmenl: '  And
llnal l t , , l)  Arc criminal charges $arranted in f ie tragic dcath ofJo l i l len Sarage. *hose car uas

catapulted o1'f the RPS galage in April 2006.

Investigators concluded there is no ctidence lhal the Rirer Park Square matter \\ 'as e\er'
rcfcrrcd to the U.S. Atlornc) s Off ice pior to the summer of 2007. Despitc inr cstigarions b} the
Secu lies ancl Flxchange Comrnission, IILID and lhe lRS, and lcngthl cir il litigalion. no crinlinal
rclirral lo the U.S. Attomcl s Office uas made b1'an,v indiviclual or agenc) prior to the summer o1'
2007 Addit iol lal ly. the er idence establishcs that l-: .S. A11ome) Jim NlcDelit t  disclosed his l irnitcd
\\'ork. prior to his appointmenl. on the RiVer Park Square projecl in the coursc olthc backgroLrnd
check lhat \\as conrDleted belore he \\as s\\'orn in as the District s ChiefLau Enlbrcement Officcr'
Nlr. McDe\it t  cooperatcd t 'ul1) in the in\estigation proricl ing al lrequestcd rccords.

As for criminal wrongdoing in lhe mall dc\clopmenl. in\esl igators frorn thc FBI. IRS
Criminal In\estigations (1RS-CI) and thc l  iousing atld Llrban I)$ elopment Ol1ice of InspcctoI
Gcncral (HUD-OIC). rcvic$cd thousands olpagcs oldeposit ions l iom thc civi l  l i t iSalion. The)'
intervien'cd addit ional \ \ i tn€sscs and subpoenaed addit ional records. lr lanl olthe al legalions
surrounded elcnts nearl) ten )eals ago, posing two problcms lbr the invesligalion. lirst. mcmories



ofevenls had dimmed. and records ofsome events had nol been retaincd. Second. with a fivc )ear
statule ofl imitations l imit ing the proseculion ofmost lederal oitenses. manv o1-the most oblious

polential criminal charges \\ 'crc unavailable ten or more )ears latcr '  I lo$erer. becausc olthe pul ' l ic

concem. proscculors sought to dclermine \rhethcr there \\as e\ idcncc lo sLrFport I crimlnal

prosccution. relrardless ofdlc slatute ofl imitations. lhc) tbund no e\idencc to support crininal

proscculion lor rackctccring. banli traud. securiries tiaud or other l'ederal crimes.

Finall). lideral investigators ex:unined the tragic accident ol April 1006. rvhich claimcd the

li le ofJo l l lcn Sa\age. At issuc is whether fault) maintenance at thc garage led 10 f ie accidcnt fhe

rerieu dctermined therc js no federal statutc that \\ould addrcss the 1acls surrounding the accidenl
whcther the Slate statutes proscribing ncgligent homicide havc applicalion to thesc lacts is a

decjsion beller left to local aulhorities. Thcrelore the U.S. Attorne,v's Office has for$arded the

matter to the Spokane Counl) Prosecutor fbr review. Ptoseculors sought and obtalncd pernlission

liom the court to pro!ide certain limited grand jw) nlaterials 10 Spokanc Count)' Proseculor Sl.\ c

Tucker lbr his rer iew.

fhe in\estigation $as conducted b) thc FBI. IRS Criminal In\esl igation 0RS-CI). and the

Housing and l, lrban Delclopmenl Olf ice ol tnspeclor Gencral ( l lLlt)-OIC).

The invcstigalion was dirccted b,"- Robert Wcstinghouse. Criminal Chieflirr the t-lnited States

-,\uomcy's Office. Westem Districl of Washington, and KuIl Hemanns. Supenisor olthe U S.

Attorne) s Tacona Office.

For additional inibrmation please contact Emily Langlic. Public Al'lairs Officer for thc

United Srares Attornc-y s Of}lce. \ \ 'estcrn Distr ict ofWashington. $t (206) 553-'1110


