Prepared Statement

February 23, 2009

Re:  Formal Demand for immediate inspection of RPS parking garage as an imminent public safety hazard

Mr. President and City Council Members:

My name is Ron Wright (3327 N. Indian Trail Rd., #135, Spokane, WA).  By way of introduction I am a retired police detective having served almost 35 years with the Riverside Police Dept., in Riverside, CA.  I served 5 years as in our economic crimes unit and as such I work cases involving criminal conspiracies, economic or political conflict of interest cases, fraud or identification theft cases, and highly technical computer related crimes.  I have a master’s degree in administration from the University of California, Riverside which course work in public financing and public planning.  I served for two years as a planning commissioner with the City of Grand Terrace, CA.

On February 21, 2009, I sent a formal demand letter to you by “certified mail” for the immediate inspection of the RPS parking garage to Ms. Pfister, City Clerk. I also enclosed  DVD copies of investigative journalist, Larry Shook's video that he released with his major investigative report last week on the RPS bond fraud and the death of Jo Savage in the RPS parking garage.  Shook's comprehensive report can be found here:

http://www.girlfromhotsprings.com/
I ask that these two items be made a part of the “official record” of this meeting.

In summary Shook’s report has "on the record" statements from former city officials, Dennis Beringer and Nick Dragisich, that former City Manager Bill Pupo ordered that the RPS parking garage would not be inspected during the expansion.  Beringer and Dragisich say Pupo received this direction from the RPS developer (Betsy Cowles).  Additionally Shook has a statement from Steve Rudd, a highly commended former construction fraud investigator who worked as a laborer on the River Park Square renovation:

In all my years in construction, that's the only project I've ever been on where I never saw concrete being tested or work being inspected. It was also a very dangerous site.

Former Sheriff Bamonte deemed these RPS structural integrity issues an imminent public hazard and has called this to your attention.   Sheriff Bamonte is also alleging that the RPS parking garage was never inspected after the repair work was completed after Savage's death. With already one death in the RPS parking garage from a structural failure, the apparent lack of inspection of the RPS parking garage during its expansion and after the repairs made after Savage's death, you have a significant duty and responsibility to the public to act to either confirm or disprove Bamonte's serious allegations whether the RPS parking garage is safe for continued public occupancy.  This is especially true in light of the statements of Rex Franklin, Beringer, Dragisich and Rudd, which largely corroborate each other.

In my opinion a compelling argument has been made to require the immediate inspection of the RPS parking garage to determine whether these allegations have any merit as suggested in Rudd’s statement: 

. . . he would begin by calling in a qualified engineering firm from well outside Spokane to escape the pull of the city’s corruption.  

. . . I would order a thorough study of the garage, complete with core samples throughout the facility,” says Rudd. . . Those core samples will offer crucial evidence.”

As part of the engineering study, he says he would also require production of every construction test and permit going back to the original 1974 structure that is still standing. “Concrete has to be poured to a certain spec. The forms you pour the concrete into have to meet a certain spec. The ground you pour the concrete on has to be compacted to a certain spec. And all that has to be tested. There would have to be records of all that.”

It is my profession opinion after the review of Camas Magazine documents and other source material the proximate cause of Savage's death was a series of criminal acts by an ongoing criminal enterprise as defined in the federal RICO Act led by the Cowles Co that culminated in her death.  Failure to act now is at your own personal peril.  I fully intend to initiate a civil class action RICO suit on behalf of the citizens of Spokane regarding the RPS bond fraud and obstruction of justice in the Savage case.

Sincerely,

Ron Wright

[Edited version to correct typo and missing word Savage “case”]

