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ORIGINAL SENT BY - Certified US Mail

May 5, 2009

Governor Christine Gregoire

Office of the Governor

PO Box 40002

Olympia, WA 98504-0002

Re: Formal request for you to call for a complete and thorough criminal investigation by the Attorney General’s Office of the actions of Spokane County Prosecutor Steve Tucker and others or for you to initiate a grand jury investigation of organized crime in the Spokane Region involving members of the Cowles family and elected and public officials.

Dear Governor Gregoire:

You need to know that public officials in Spokane just successfully concealed a Class A felony - the manslaughter death of Jo Ellen Savage in the River Park Square parking garage on April 8, 2006.  These same officials are protecting members of the Cowles family and fellow public officials from criminal prosecution in Savage’s death.  This cover-up is only the tip of the iceberg of an ongoing criminal enterprise led by the Cowles that raided the public treasury.  A massive financial fraud was perpetrated on the citizens of Spokane, Washington by their elected and appointed governmental officials who deferred to the interests of the Cowles.  This is organized crime.

The River Park Square bond fraud involves the diversion of public funds for private purposes.  This fraud will ultimately cost the citizens of Spokane $100 million. City of Spokane’s first special bond counsel, O. Yale Lewis, hired by Mayor John Talbott to get to the bottom of this fraud alluded that there was a, “civil conspiracy to improperly divert public money for private purposes.”  Lewis was canned shortly thereafter when Cowles’ backed mayoral candidate John Powers defeated Talbott.  Powers then hired Laurel Siddoway as special bond counsel.  Powers and Siddoway then edged out Lewis.  Siddoway gutted an excellent civil bond fraud case against the Cowles that if taken to its logical conclusion would have publicly exposed the complicity of City officials in this fraud.  Lewis’ evidence was never pursued on behalf of the citizens of Spokane who were left paying off the first RPS bondholders who prevailed in a federal SEC civil bond fraud case. The RPS bond fraud alone is costing the citizens of Spokane some $2 million dollars per year.  This ongoing criminal enterprise that perpetrated this fraud not only is affecting the quality of life but is also endangering public safety.  Governor Gregoire, we the undersigned are committed citizens of Spokane who will not stop until justice is served.  This is an opportunity for you to show leadership in government accountability.   

The crux of my complaint is the extensive corruption in Spokane, including elected and public officials, members of the Cowles family and their attorneys. All of these persons, at one time or the other, were made aware of the RPS bond fraud and that the facts and circumstances of Ms. Savage’s death presented strong and compelling probable cause to warrant filing a first-degree manslaughter complaint.   They all failed to act for their own self-serving purposes in deference to this ongoing criminal enterprise led by the Cowles family.  Our political and governmental entities have become so thoroughly co-opted and or corrupted by this insidious organized criminal activity that they can no longer protect the citizens from it and ensure the public’s safety.  This multigenerational systemic corruption was recently laid bare with the cover-up of Savage’s death.
Ms Savage’s death was the direct result of certain city officials who, with deliberate intent and disregard for the public’s safety, failed to adequately inspect and enforce public building safety requirements in favor of the financial interests of Spokane’s most powerful family – a family who controls 80% of Spokane’s media and indirectly the political careers of Spokane’s elected and appointed officials. Through their news monopoly and wealth, the Cowles family has established a long-standing pattern of controlling the majority of our elected and appointed officials for the benefit of the family’s own financial interests.  Oftentimes their financial gain is against the public’s best interest and kept secret through the abuse of their news media. (See The Fancher Report  and see the 2004 IRS report, “The Casino Was Rigged”). 

The latest incident of official misconduct surfaced when Spokane County Prosecutor Steve Tucker announced his decision not to file any criminal charges in Savage’s death in the Cowles-owned RPS parking garage.  Both Sheriff Tony Bamonte former sheriff of Pend Oreille County, and I a seasoned criminal investigator of some thirty-five years at a large Southern California police department, independently concur the facts and circumstances surrounding the death of Savage present strong and compelling probable cause to warrant filing a criminal complaint charging the owners of the RPS parking garage with first-degree manslaughter.  Both Sheriff Bamonte I believe Mr. Tucker’s action is a new crime – one of many committed over time in deference to this ongoing criminal enterprise in Spokane.  As I explained in my letter to Assistant Attorney General Scott A. Marlow:

The Savage case was no isolated tragic accident. I’m totally at a loss as to how Mr. Tucker can make a rational criminal filing decision without first having a complete and thorough criminal investigation for him to review    . . . Mr. Tucker set up the Savage case for failure by not doing his duty as charged by the people. Mr. Tucker’s failure to act ensured that justice would not be served. Mr. Tucker’s decision not to file charges was not just a mere exercise in prosecutorial discretion. When Mr. Tucker’s action is viewed in the light of the totality of the circumstances surrounding the death of Jo Savage it was a criminal act in deference to and furtherance of an ongoing criminal enterprise . . . [Emphasis added] 
Governor Gregoire, look with you own eyes at the following 1991 Spokesman-Review archive photo.  This is a telltale sign of a well-known public hazard - the proof of the Savage manslaughter case is self-evident in this photo:
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[Former garage manager Rex Franklin secures damaged portion of barrier at RPS garage after vehicle impact (Dan Pelle file photo/ March 11, 1991 - Spokesman-Review)]

I am are formally requesting that you direct Attorney General Rob McKenna to conduct a criminal investigation into my criminal complaint against Mr. Tucker and others per your statutory authority in RCW 43.10.090 and RCW 43.10.232, or initiate a grand jury investigation of organized crime in the Spokane Region involving members of the Cowles family and elected and public officials.  County Prosecutor Tucker clearly failed to perform an official duty thereby rendering criminal assistance (RCW 9A.76.070 - a class C felony) to this ongoing criminal enterprise.  Please consider my letter to Ast. Attorney General Marlow as the factual basis for this criminal complaint.  As I said in this letter:

The RPS bailout, and the subsequent death of Savage and many other overt acts committed over a substantial period of time as documented by Connor and Shook including state and federal crimes involving grand theft by fraud, false misrepresentations in financial statements relied upon by elected officials, perjury, extortion, conspiracy, witness intimidation/tampering, malfeasance of elected/appointed officials, probable bribery of public officials, failure to perform official duties, rendering criminal assistance, obstruction of justice, crimes involving securities fraud, IRS tax evasion by TAX-EXEMPT BOND FRAUD scheme,  the subversion of a HUD loan and how such loans are normally collaterized (secretly putting public funds at risk ahead of the developer’s resources with the direct complicity of public officials), and acts to conceal these crimes,  are collectively grounds for bringing a federal civil RICO action.
You can alternatively direct the Attorney General to ask with your formal support that the Organized Crime Advisory Board (As defined in RCW 43.43.858) petition the state supreme court to appoint a special inquiry judge to investigate this complaint (RCW 10.29.030). The Attorney General and or the special inquiry judge can seek the assistance of the chief of Washington state patrol and the patrol’s organized crime intelligence unit. As an aside Attorney General McKenna recently made this statement to the Inlander that causes me concern re his office’s impartially to conduct this investigation should he decide to run for governor (Full transcript of Inlander interview).  Mr. McKenna was endorsed and supported for Attorney General in the last election cycle by the Cowles as were you too:

Could you elaborate on your office’s decision in the River Park Square case, in which a woman died after driving her car through a barrier in the garage?

We’re the third agency to review the materials in the case for purposes of determining whether criminal charges might be warranted. And we’re the third agency to conclude criminal charges aren’t warranted. Our criminal prosecutors concluded the appropriate means for redress were in the civil law arena, which is exactly what happened.  It’s a fairly high standard to prove the level of negligence for recklessness that triggers manslaughter charges. And based on the review of the four large boxes of documents that were sent over to our office, we concluded as the U.S. attorney did and the county prosecutor did that you can’t make that case. As far as criminal charges are concerned… that’s probably it on that issue.

Beyond Mr. Trucker’s dereliction of duty is whether the RPS parking garage is safe for continued public occupancy?  As I said in the Spokesman-Review:

“To me this is a much more important issue than whether Mr. Tucker files any criminal charges,” Wright said in an e-mail. “We’ve already had one death in this garage. Is there any assurance to the public that there will be no further structural failures?” [Emphasis added]
I submitted a formal demand letter for the immediate inspection of the RPS parking garage to the Spokane City Council on February 21, 2009, saying:  

There are now compelling "on the record" statements by Rex Franklin, Dennis Beringer, Nick Dragisich, Steve Rudd, and former Sheriff Bamonte that call into question the structural integrity of the RPS parking garage. These statements coupled with the information contained in Larry Shook’s latest very damning investigative report: ‘Deathtrap’ . . . raise a significant public safety issue - whether the RPS parking garage is safe for continued public occupancy.  In my opinion this information demands immediate action on your part to ensure the publics’ safety. [Emphasis added] 

I addressed the City Council with my concerns and demanded an immediate inspection of the RPS parking garage at the council’s meeting of February 23, 2009.  The council’s reaction was cowardly. The council deferred to mayor and the city attorney.  This was pure buck-passing.  The council’s action was disingenuous, because Savage’s death fell squarely within municipal police powers as delegated by the state to the city to ensure public safety through planning and building codes (See video). I have yet to hear of any affirmative action taken by the City to address this imminent public hazard. It is clear that those in authority have either chosen to (l) ignore the risk; (2) accept the risk; (3) simply transfer the risk to their insurance carriers. What we would like to do is (4) mitigate the risk and be confident that the public safety is protected. When the issue is framed in this logical way i.e., risk management - this issue comes into sharper focus.

With the public record as it exist now, the legal consequences of another injury or death occurring in the RPS parking garage will be disastrous to the City of Spokane and the State of Washington.  As in the RPS bond fraud, the dereliction of duty on the part of those whom we have empowered to govern will yet again saddle citizens, stakeholders in the municipal corporation of the City of Spokane and the State of Washington, with a huge financial burden. The citizens must have a remedy or redress to hold our elected accountable. Documents I have provided you corroborate the facts that the Cowles parking garage had and to this day, continues to have life-threatening and serious structural problems that City officials and Cowles family members are aware of and fail to correct.  I request you immediately direct the Department of Labor and Industries to become involved and act to ensure an impartial and credible inspection be conducted of the RPS parking garage to determine if it is safe for continued occupancy and whether any structural repairs are necessary.

Governor Gregoire, you have a duty and responsibility to the people of the State of Washington to see that justice is served and to ensure the public’s safety.  May I remind you that during your tenure as Washington Attorney General, you were called on to investigate the RPS fraud, but did not.  I have written you twice before concerning the manslaughter death of Jo Ellen Savage’ (October 17, 2008 and January 30, 2009) and ask [sic –ed] for you to intervene as it was apparent to me that Mr. Tucker by his lack of action intended to let the clock run out on the Savage case.  I never received a reply.

In summary, the undersigned and I respectfully request that you, as the governor of State of Washington, call for a complete and thorough criminal investigation by the Attorney General’s Office of the actions of Mr. Tucker and others or initiate a grand jury investigation into this organized crime activity in the Spokane Region involving members of the Cowles family and elected and public officials.  We believe extensive and incriminating evidence will be found through such an investigation.  Regarding the safety of the RPS parking garage for continued public occupancy, we request you immediately direct the Department of Labor and Industries to become involved and act to ensure an impartial and credible inspection be conducted of the RPS parking garage to determine if it is safe for continued occupancy and whether any structural repairs are necessary.

We ask that you both carefully study this information and contact me if you have any questions.  We respectfully ask that you respond to this request by May 15, 2009. 

Sincerely,

Det. Ron Wright (Retired)

City of Riverside, CA 1971 – 2005

3327 North Indian Trail Rd., PMB 135

Spokane, WA 99208

Sheriff Tony Bamonte

Pend Oreille County, WA  1978 - 1990

Col. John Talbott (Retired USAF)

Mayor of City of Spokane 1998 - 2001

Tim Connor

Award winning investigative reporter

Senior Editor Camas Magazine 2000 – 2006

[Note:  Contact information for the signers available upon request]

Cc:

Attorney General Rob McKenna

US Attorney Jeffrey Sullivan for the Western District of WA
Ast. US Attorney Robert Westinghouse, Western District of WA
Spokane County Board of Commissioners

Spokane County Prosecutor Steve Tucker

Spokane County Sheriff Ozzie Knezovich

Mayor Mary Verner, City of Spokane

City Council, City of Spokane

Chief Anne Kirkpatrick, City of Spokane

Breean Beggs, chief executive Center for Justice

Larry Shook, investigative journalist
ATTACHMENTS:   CD ROM with MS Word .doc copy of this letter with HTML source document links




