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April 21, 2009

Scott A. Marlow, Ast. Attorney General

State of Washington

PO Box 40116

Olympia, WA 98504-0116

Re:  Spokane, WA – Jo Savage manslaughter case

Dear Mr. Marlow:

This correspondence concerns the April 8, 2006 death of Jo Ellen Savage in the River Park Square parking garage in downtown Spokane, WA. As you know, in August 2007, Tony Bamonte, the former sheriff of Pend Oreille County, filed a first-degree manslaughter complaint concerning Ms. Savage’s. As you also know, I share Sheriff Bamonte’s conclusion that the evidence surrounding Ms. Savage’s death supports criminal prosecution. The statute of limitations on the Savage death has now lapsed without the prosecution that the evidence mandates. The facility where Ms. Savage died is owned by one of the wealthiest and most politically powerful families in the Pacific Northwest. I share Sheriff Bamonte’s conclusion that the failure to prosecute Ms. Savage’s death reflects a criminal dereliction of duty on the part of many individuals. Making matters worse, there is no evidence that the hazard that killed Ms. Savage has been corrected. That means unsuspecting members of the public could be at risk of experiencing Ms. Savage’s tragic fate.

Judging by the date of your letter to Spokane County Prosecutor Steve Tucker,
 you did not have the opportunity to review my email of March 30, 2009.
 Again, I have major professional and ethical concerns with how Mr. Tucker handled the investigation/review of the Savage death.  The purpose of this correspondence is to make further public record of those concerns. The language that I use is carefully crafted with serious thought.  If you too researched this issue as I have you too would come to a similar conclusion.  To repeat, Mr. Tucker’s review of the Savage death was occasioned by Sheriff Bamonte’s manslaughter complaint. Mr. Tucker's structuring of his review and his selective use of your letter's wording gives a very self-serving and skewed view of the facts and circumstances surrounding Ms. Savage’s tragic death. Indeed, I charge that Mr. Tucker’s conduct represents a cover-up.  Mr. Tucker’s lack of action is a new crime - one of many committed over time in deference to and/or in furtherance of an ongoing criminal enterprise in Spokane.

From Mr. Tucker’s press release:

 According to the letter issued by the A.G.’s Office, they, “…reviewed the information that was gathered during an investigation conducted by the United States Attorney for the Western District of Washington, as well as witness statements, and various engineering reports issued over the years related to the physical soundness and maintenance of the parking facility.”    As a result of their review, the Assistant Attorney General determined that, “In light of these conclusions it will be difficult to establish beyond a reasonable doubt that Jo Ellen Savage’s death was caused by either the criminal recklessness or criminal negligence of the parking facility owners or operators.”
 [My emphasis]
Based on my training, experience, and education as a seasoned criminal investigator of some thirty-five years at a large Southern California police department,
 the facts and circumstances surrounding the death of Savage present strong and compelling reasonable cause to warrant filing a criminal complaint charging the owners of the RPS parking garage with first-degree manslaughter. To wit: recklessly causing the death of another (RCW 9A.32.060). I successfully investigated hundreds if not over a thousand criminal cases, including complex criminal conspiracies.  I worked closely with our district attorneys to investigate, file and successfully prosecute these cases.  

Mr. Tucker failed to direct and/or compel a complete and thorough criminal investigation taken to its logical conclusion be done before reaching his findings regarding this case.  In essence this was putting the cart way before the horse by making assumptions regarding whether testimony/evidence was attainable or not. Moreover, he waited until only hours remained prior to the tolling of the three-year statute of limitations in Ms. Savage’s death. This underscores the appearance of impropriety in Mr. Tucker’s handling of this matter.  

In my opinion, a thorough investigation of Ms. Savage’s death would have exposed the very evidence and testimony that Mr. Tucker claimed to be lacking that was necessary to successfully prosecute the parking garage owners for manslaughter. Clearly, there is abundant evidence/testimony concerning Ms. Savage’s death that would have proven the criminal knowledge on the part of the garage’s owners sufficient to meet the reasonable doubt standard.  Probative questions were never asked of witnesses that could have implicated the RPS parking garage owners. I know key witnesses have never been interviewed by law enforcement investigators. Mr. Tucker refused to use a grand jury to compel testimony from complicit and/or intimidated witnesses who may have provided additional incriminating evidence.  

There is a misconception that a federal grand jury heard testimony and reviewed evidence in this case.  Assistant US Attorney Robert Westinghouse was parsing his words very carefully at his press conference that I attended in September 2009 [sic - 2008].  In my opinion there was no federal grand jury review of any evidence in the Savage case. From the DOJ Press Release: 

. . .after examining thousands of records from the civil case. and using the tools available to the grand jury . . . 

My inference is that the US Attorney’s Office used the subpoena power of a sitting federal grand jury to obtain documents in their investigation but NO REVIEW of that evidence/testimony was ever done by a grand jury.  I asked Sheriff Knezovich to clarify this point after his appearance recently on the Mike Fitzsimmons’ Radio Show when he said a federal grand jury had reviewed this information.  So far Sheriff Knezovich has not responded to my request.

Mr. Tucker posits that since the parking barriers met existing or previous building codes and/or standards this was a bar to or made it difficult to file and prosecute this case.  This reasoning is specious and fallacious.  As I wrote:

. . . if the barriers are presumed to meet any standard, they have failed numerous times and Savage died.  The ‘standards’ are meaningless if they fail to protect the public.  Mind you two cars broke barriers and were left hanging precariously on their undercarriages in the 1990s.    This is a ruse.  At some point ‘common sense’ must kick in - the barriers are failing.
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Former garage manager Rex Franklin secures damaged portion of barrier at RPS garage after vehicle impact (Dan Pelle file photo/ March 11, 1991 - Spokesman-Review)

This 1991 S-R archive photo was the tell tail sign for me - the proof of this case is self-evident – res ipsa loquitur:
 

To me when I first saw this photo I immediately recognized it as critical evidence in the Savage manslaughter case.  This photo is direct evidence that this was a serious imminent public hazard, that the owners were well aware and did nothing to mitigate this hazard over the ensuing years

Mr. Tucker’s reasoning is a red herring and obfuscates the real case in chief.  The facts are undisputed - these barriers failed multiple times over FIFTEEN YEARS, prior to Savage’s death two other vehicles precariously hung over the edge after other barriers failed in the same manner as the one that caused Savage's death.  An assessment of the garage’s condition that the garage owners had themselves paid for, the Hinzman-Atwood engineering study concluded – assume the barriers AS BUILT will fail.
 Based on the sworn statement of Rex Franklin the garage owners knew full well of this imminent public hazard and for economic reasons chose to do nothing.
 The owners fully depreciated the RPS parking garage, were unwilling to spend any more money, ordered Rex Franklin to keep TWO SETS OF BOOKS.
 Why?  It can also be inferred from Franklin’s statement that the owners’ motivation was to off load this accumulating life- threatening liability onto the City of Spokane with the first RPS bond fraud.   This backfired with later RPS bailout fraud that in essence was a conversion/gifting of public funds that consummated the first fraud.  The RPS bailout returned title of the garage to the owners before Savage's death.  

The citizens of Spokane after the RPS bailout were left paying almost $2M per year to service the debt of the new bonds that were issued to pay off the original bonds. Purchasers of the first RPS bonds alleged they were defrauded in a successful SEC civil bond fraud case.
  All of the defendants essentially agreed by settling on terms that fully paid off those bonds. The problem with that settlement is that it effectively defrauded the taxpayers of Spokane by deceiving them into paying off the original fraud (See ‘A New RPS Fraud?’).
 As a result, the citizens of Spokane simply took the place of the original RPS bond fraud victims. And who defrauded Spokane's citizens? Their own public officials, the same perpetrators who had originally defrauded bond purchasers.  (The City of Spokane effectively admitted guilt in this initial fraud by charging Spokane taxpayers $44.8 million to retire the illegal bonds)  The evidence is very suggestive that these frauds will ultimately cost the citizens of Spokane at least $100M.  On top of that, the evidence is clear that the acts/omissions committed in furtherance of these frauds are directly related to Ms. Savage’s death.  The frauds laundered publicly secured money into the hands of the garage’s owners, even though three different engineering studies showed the garage to be in a dangerous state of disrepair. 

The Savage case was no isolated TRAGIC ACCIDENT. I'm totally at a loss as to how Mr. Tucker can make a make a rational criminal filing decision without first having a complete and thorough criminal investigation for him to review.  This case warranted for a multitude of reasons a complete and thorough criminal investigation, the filing of a criminal complaint charging those having culpability with manslaughter, and prosecution of this case in front of a jury that could then decide the guilt or innocence of those charged.  Mr. Tucker set up the Savage case for failure by not doing his duty as charged by the people. Mr. Tucker’s failure to act ensured that justice would not be served.  Mr. Tucker’s decision not to file charges was not just a mere exercise in prosecutorial discretion. When Mr. Tucker’s action is viewed in the light of the totality of the circumstances surrounding the death of Jo Savage it was a criminal act in deference to and furtherance of an ongoing criminal enterprise.  To put it bluntly, Mr. Tucker committed malfeasance in office by his failure to perform an official act/duty (RCW 9A.80.010) thereby rendering criminal assistance (RCW 9A.76.070 - a class A felony) to the perpetrators by burying the Savage case from public view and scrutiny. 

Mr. Marlow, the proximate cause of the Savage’s death was the result of many acts of an ongoing criminal enterprise/ conspiracy in Spokane led by the Cowles Co.  In my opinion after reviewing the extensive documentation of award winning investigative reporters Tim Connor and Larry Shook at Camas Magazine, The Girl from Hot Springs, and other sources the evidence speaks for itself.  For the record if I were the case agent assigned to this investigation I would have immediately used this information as the basis for the issuance of multiple search warrants to be served simultaneously at many Spokane locations to secure the requisite evidence that Mr. Tucker declared was lacking.  I would have used Connor’s and Shook’s documentation to establish probable cause that multiple crimes occurred including manslaughter (see next paragraph), to detail and describe evidence to be searched for that I believed based on my training, and education would be found at these locations in an affidavit in support of the issuance of these search warrants to assist in gathering the necessary evidence to prove the elements of manslaughter.  Why didn’t Mr. Tucker do this?

The RPS bailout, and the subsequent death of Savage and many other overt acts committed over a substantial period of time as documented by Connor and Shook including state and federal crimes involving grand theft by fraud, false misrepresentations in financial statements relied upon by elected officials, perjury, extortion, conspiracy, witness intimidation/tampering, malfeasance of elected/appointed officials, probable bribery of public officials, failure to perform official duties, rendering criminal assistance, obstruction of justice, crimes involving securities fraud, IRS tax evasion by TAX-EXEMPT BOND FRAUD scheme,
 the subversion of a HUD loan and how such loans are normally collaterized (secretly putting public funds at risk ahead of the developer’s resources with the direct complicity of public officials),
 and acts to conceal these crimes,  are collectively grounds for bringing a federal civil RICO action.
  Ms. Savage tragic death is only the symptomatic result, albeit the Achilles Heel, of a deeply rooted criminal enterprise.  This criminal enterprise has so thoroughly co-opted/corrupted the political/governmental structures in Spokane that they can no longer act to protect the citizens of Spokane from criminal victimization and from imminent public hazards. 

As I was quoted in the Spokesman-Review article:

“To me this is a much more important issue than whether Mr. Tucker files any criminal charges,” Wright said in an e-mail. “We’ve already had one death in this garage. Is there any assurance to the public that there will be no further structural failures?”

Mr. Tucker in my opinion has succumbed to the influence of this organized criminal enterprise.  Mr. Tucker has now dragged the Attorney General's Office into this scandal with his selective use of your letter.  Mr. Tucker conveniently did not include in his press release your leading paragraphs, which explained the Attorney General's very limited review of the Savage case materials as limited by state statute.  Mr. Tucker did not have the courage to publicly defend his decision other than giving a very short interview with one local TV station.  See KXLY Reporter Erik Looney’s coverage that countered Mr. Tucker’s findings with my assessment that Mr. Tucker’s review was severely flawed.

The people must have remedy to hold accountable for their criminal acts those whom we have empowered to govern. In order for the people do so, they must be first informed of the criminal actions of their elected. Our law enforcement community has failed us by not doing the job that the people have charged them to do.  I personally demanded Spokane County Sheriff Knezovich and Spokane Police Chief Anne Kirkpatrick to do the complete and thorough criminal investigation that was necessary to obtain the lacking evidence.
  I personally called upon Mr. Tucker to recuse his office and refer the Savage case to the Attorney General’s Office shortly after he received the Savage related information from the US Attorney’s Office in September of 2009 [sic 2008]:

As Sheriff Bamonte recently wrote, you have substantial conflicts of interests regarding conducting this review.  The principal one being the political endorsements of your candidacy by the S-R whose owners are potential criminal defendants in this case. In my opinion the death of Jo Savage is a very compelling case that can be won in front of an impartial jury once brought to trial by an impartial and competent prosecutor.  I lack that confidence in your office to actively lead this investigation and prosecute this case.  I’m calling on you to immediately recuse your office and refer this case to State Attorney General Rob McKenna to lead/coordinate the investigation and to present its findings to a state grand jury for review whether criminal indictments are warranted.
 [My emphasis]

Mr. Tucker could have initiated the necessary criminal investigation.  I wrote several additional letters to Mr. Tucker demanding that he take action but he never responded and from my sources he never caused key witnesses to be interviewed - January 30, 2009,
 March 25, 2009,
 and March 31, 2009.

From my letter of March 25th:

Mr. Tucker you are in a very difficult situation.  I find it very difficult that you can make an informed decision without a complete and thorough criminal investigation being done and submitted for your review.  As far as we can tell none of the key witnesses have been interviewed by law enforcement. [My emphasis]  You have put Sheriff Knezovich and Chief Kirkpartrick in an very untenable position as they are putting their trust in you to do the right thing.  As I have said I have my doubts in your office's ability to impartially prosecute this case even if you decide to file it.

And from my letter of March 31st:

. . . there is very strong, compelling probable cause based on the facts and circumstances surrounding the death of Mr. Jo Savage in the RPS parking garage to file a criminal complaint for 1st Degree Manslaughter (RCW et seq.), brought to trial and prosecuted in front of an impartial jury. This case needs to be tried and let a jury decide guilt or innocence and no one else. [My emphasis]  Specifically to charge those that had direct knowledge of an imminent public hazard, that failed to provide ordinary care and/or due diligence to garage patrons by remedying and/or mitigating this hazard that was the proximate cause of Jo Savage's horrifying death. 

These are the ones [James P. Cowles and Robert. W. Robideaux] based on the sworn statement of Rex Franklin that can be charged now before the statute lapses.  Others unfortunately e.g., the owners of the garage, there may be insufficient evidence to file before the statute tolls.  This is because key witnesses were never interviewed to my knowledge in a complete and thorough criminal investigation by law enforcement and/or with the empanelment of a grand jury to compel testimony from complicit and/or reluctant, fearful, and or intimidated witnesses.  Why?  If those complicit in Savage deaths are not held accountable this will be a travesty of justice.

In a normal political environment an inquisitive free press would serve as a check on this abuse of power and lack of action by governmental entities.  Unfortunately in Spokane such information is squelched because the perpetrators own the local newspaper of record, The Spokesman-Review.  The S-R functions as an instrumentality of this ongoing criminal enterprise/conspiracy to conceal its criminal acts by its self-censorship and under reporting of stories that involve the business/real estate interests of its owners – the Cowles Co. [My emphasis]
The perpetrators will ruthlessly wield the S-R as a weapon to cut off at the knees any politicians, critics and/or marginalize any whom would dare criticize their actions openly.  The Cowles Co will also employ unfair competitive business practices to silence its critics.
  The Cowles Co by ad revenue controls 80% of the Spokane media market and will pull its ads from other media or other businesses that would seek to expose its illegal acts.
  KXLY TV was losing $100K in Cowles Co ad revenue when it was doing hard-hitting investigative reporting on the Cowles Co’s business activities.
  The Cowles Co will also squeeze other business owners that speak out by diverting clients from them.  The Cowles Co will also extort/intimidate employers to reign in or fire their employees that exercise their right of free speech to criticize actions of the Cowles Co. As Terrence Francher noted when he wrote The Fancher Report or as formally titled, The Cowles Empire: A Report Relating to the Effects of Cowles Common Ownership of Media and Real Estate in Spokane, Washington:

Fancher said he interviewed more than 200 ‘past or present’ business and professional people and public officials. Many interviews were tape-recorded. His sources resided both in Spokane and around the country, he said. None would be named for fear of Cowles retaliation [My emphasis added].

The Cowles Co holds Spokane hostage.  As I concluded:

I’m just surprised [by] what I find with regard to political/governmental structures in Spokane that basically have failed to act.

That paralysis, he says, reflects “an expected behavior — how one should act and look the other way with regard to criminal activity. This is organized crime, just without the Sicilian surnames.”
 [My emphasis]

The citizens of Spokane must be informed of Mr. Tucker’s malfeasance in office in order to hold him accountable.  Mr. Marlow, I strongly suggest that Attorney General McKenna issue a press release to clarify your office’s involvement in the review of the Savage case.  If Mr. McKenna fails to issue such a public statement this will only give credence that the Attorney General’s Office is also sadly co-opted by the Cowles Co led ongoing criminal enterprise. 
Sincerely

Det. Ron Wright (Retired)

3327 North Indian Trail Rd., PMB 135

Spokane, WA 99208

CC:  Governor Christine Gregoire

        Attorney General Rob McKenna

        US Attorney Jeffrey Sullivan

        Ast. US Attorney Robert Westinghouse

        Spokane County Board of Commissioners

        Spokane County Prosecutor Steve Tucker

        Spokane County Sheriff Ozzie Knezovich

        Mayor Mary Verner, City of Spokane

        City Council, City of Spokane

        Chief Anne Kirkpatrick, City of Spokane

        Sheriff Tony Bamonte (Former Sheriff Pend Oreille County, WA)

        Breean Beggs, chief executive Center for Justice

        Larry Shook, investigative journalist
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