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Abstract (Summary)

A $15 million bond to improve neighborhood parks throughout the city and purchase property to expand Riverfront Park will be added to the Sept. 14 ballot.

Councilwoman Cherie Rodgers' request to separate the park- financing proposals into two separate ballot measures was supported by Mayor John Talbott, but turned down by the rest of the council Monday.

If approved by voters, the bond money will be used to develop new neighborhood and community parks, update playgrounds, add restrooms and drinking fountains, fix swimming pools and tennis courts, and renovate facilities in Riverfront park including the amphitheater and pavilion.
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A $15 million bond to improve neighborhood parks throughout the city and purchase property to expand Riverfront Park will be added to the Sept. 14 ballot.

Councilwoman Cherie Rodgers' request to separate the park- financing proposals into two separate ballot measures was supported by Mayor John Talbott, but turned down by the rest of the council Monday.

The council then voted unanimously to put the complete proposal on the ballot.

If approved by voters, the bond money will be used to develop new neighborhood and community parks, update playgrounds, add restrooms and drinking fountains, fix swimming pools and tennis courts, and renovate facilities in Riverfront park including the amphitheater and pavilion.

About $4 million of the bond money would be used to buy 5.7 acres of future park property on the north side of the Spokane River, adjacent to Riverfront Park.

Bonnie Zahara, a member of the Spokane Parks and Recreation Board, urged the council to look toward the future.

But Rodgers raised questions about possible contamination of the property, and renewed her concern that the city hasn't independently appraised the property.

She asked to delay the north bank vote until all the questions have been answered.

A group of commercial real estate experts is being assembled to review the appraisal that was done for the property seller. The city is working with the state Department of Ecology to assess the contamination and potential cleanup requirements.

"We're not locking ourselves into anything," said Five Mile Prairie resident Steve Mumm. "If we don't like it, we walk away. What we are locking ourselves into is opportunity."

Steve Corker, who opposed bringing the Pacific Science Center to Riverfront Park in 1995, also suggested separating the two issues on the ballot.

After the council decided to keep them together, Corker said opposition to the bond will be organized.

Councilwoman Phyllis Holmes said the "parks department has an obligation to maintain what we have and to grow it."

Holmes said that as the city plans for the arrival of 70,000 new residents in the next 20 years, "we have an obligation to add to the inventory of park space."
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Abstract (Summary)

City voters likely will be asked this fall to approve spending $3.5 million to buy the 5.7-acre north bank site to expand Riverfront Park.

City officials aren't planning to do their own appraisal, saying they are satisfied with the appraisal that was done for the seller. In addition, they say, the seller isn't willing to negotiate beyond $3.5 million, the price already agreed on.

"We have negotiated a price that we think is in the ballpark with what it is worth," said Ange Taylor, director of the Spokane Parks and Recreation Department. "Here is our opportunity to buy it."
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City voters likely will be asked this fall to approve spending $3.5 million to buy the 5.7-acre north bank site to expand Riverfront Park.

The land, which includes part of the Broadview Dairy building, would provide a location for the Pacific Science Center and updated IMAX theater, indoor and outdoor skating rinks and new rides.

Critics say the $614,000-per-acre price is too expensive and out of line with other property prices in the area.

They also say potential environmental cleanup costs at the site could push the total price of the property even higher.

City officials aren't planning to do their own appraisal, saying they are satisfied with the appraisal that was done for the seller. In addition, they say, the seller isn't willing to negotiate beyond $3.5 million, the price already agreed on.

"We have negotiated a price that we think is in the ballpark with what it is worth," said Ange Taylor, director of the Spokane Parks and Recreation Department. "Here is our opportunity to buy it."

The property value, according to a 1997 appraisal by Gentry and Hart soch of the Columbia Valuation Group in Spokane, is about $4 million.

The land on the north side of the Spokane River is bordered by Howard, Boone and Washington. The property is roughly between the Flour Mill, Spokane Arena and Broadview Dairy.

Like most of the property around the river, the land was once used by railroads and various industries.

According to the appraisal, the contamination involves mostly fuels and lubricating oil. Underground tanks already have been removed.

The city has spent about $70,000 on studies to determine the extent of the contamination.

The North Bank property is owned by Inland Northwest Corp., which includes Cavanaughs Hospitality Corp. The company officials who negotiated with the city could not be reached for comment Tuesday.

According to the appraisal, it is "reasonably likely that the property would fetch the appraised value.

"Clearly, while the property could eventually find a user with the vision and financial wherewithal to pay $4 million for a development site, the property could well sit on the market for years before such a purchaser steps forth," the appraisal says.

The appraisal says the most likely development scenario for the site would be mixed-use office and specialty retail or a restaurant. "A destination hotel is another possible use," it says.

Dennis Beringer, the city's real estate manager, said in his opinion that the property value is closer to $3.3 million.

"The seller was not interested in talking to anyone at that number," Beringer said.

Councilman Jeff Colliton, who represents the council on the city Park Board, said he is comfortable with the board's recommendation to buy the property.

"We have to weigh the value of the land to the city and to the citizens and compare that to what they are asking for it," Colliton said.

"The Pacific Science Center wants to come and build in Spokane, and we have to have a place for them to build."

David Bray, a frequent critic of city government, said he has concerns about the appraisal.

"In my opinion the appraisal is weighted heavily in favor of the seller, and I consider the methodology flawed," he said.

Bray, a Realtor with Prudential Crane, said, "We are paying prime money for this land. We have to know if this risk is feasible. Could the money be better used on another issue?"

In April, at the recommendation of the Park Board, the City Council approved a $50,000 purchase option to hold the land until next May.

The proposed North Bank property purchase is part of a $15 million bond the Park Department wants to place on the September ballot. Most of the money would be used to improve neighborhood parks and swimming pools and buy playground equipment citywide.

Councilwoman Cherie Rodgers said she wants the two issues - money for neighborhood parks and money to buy the North Bank property - separated to allow voters to choose one or both.

She said she opposes the North Bank purchase.

"What are we doing buying more parkland when we can't take care of what we already have?" Rodgers asked.

Bray, Rodgers and Mayor John Talbott said they were surprised to learn earlier this month that the city has not done its own appraisal on the property.

"I'm very uncomfortable with that," Talbott said. "I think I'll sell the city my house for $500,000, I'll tell them that's what it was appraised for."

City Manager Bill Pupo said he's satisfied with using the seller's appraisal.

"Our folks looked at it as to the methodology and rationale and felt it was in good order," Pupo said.

Taylor said there is no reason for the city to spend $10,000 on an appraisal.

"It would tell us exactly what we already know, and the seller isn't interested in renegotiating the price," Taylor said.

Taylor said the land is needed for park expansion and to reduce wear and tear on Riverfront Park from overuse.

"There is pressure on the Park Board to accommodate larger and larger events," Taylor said. He points to Hoopfest, which moved its center court to Riverfront Park this year, and the Pig Out in the Park restaurant fair, which grows each year.

"The park can't withstand this maximum-capacity use," he said.

The city can condemn property, but with the litigation process, it could end up costing taxpayers more than just buying the property at the seller's price, Assistant City Attorney Laurie Flinn Connelly said.

In 1996, a jury ordered the city to pay $1.9 million for a 1.3- acre parcel owned by Steve and Leslie Ronald. The city wanted the property to protect the view of the falls from the downtown library.

In February, voters gave the Parks Department permission to sell 30 acres on the North Side. The city originally estimated the property value at $3 million. A recent appraisal commissioned by the city came back closer to $2 million.

Taylor said even though a price has been agreed on, the North Bank purchase is far from final.

"If the voters approve the bond, it will still go to the Park Board and then to the City Council," Taylor said. "There is still ample opportunity for public comment before we exercise our option."

The deal-breaker, at least for the city, could be the extent of contamination on the site.

Guy Gregory, senior hydrogeologist for the state Department of Ecology, will work with the city on the contamination issue.

"These are the normal sorts of things done in property transactions now," Gregory said. "People are more careful about the property they purchase because of the stricter cleanup laws."

If cleanup costs on the site are exorbitant, the city plans to walk away, although the $50,000 purchase option would be lost.

"If the environmental study shows a significant problem, then we probably aren't going to exercise our purchase option, and we'll return the bond money," Taylor said.

[Illustration]

Graphic: North Bank Park plan
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Abstract (Summary)

Spokane's parks are tired. Playground equipment is old and teetering on the brink of unsafe. Several growing neighborhoods have been waiting more than a decade for a community park.

So, come September, the City of Spokane Parks and Recreation Department will be asking the public to consider a bond issue totaling $14,974,260.

"We aren't asking for everything. It's based on critical needs," said Ange Taylor, director of Parks and Recreation. "As the city's population has increased, park use has also and now they're being loved to death."
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Changed in the South Side Voice

Spokane's parks are tired. Playground equipment is old and teetering on the brink of unsafe. Several growing neighborhoods have been waiting more than a decade for a community park.

So, come September, the City of Spokane Parks and Recreation Department will be asking the public to consider a bond issue totaling $14,974,260.

The good news is that the department has specific plans for the money that will affect almost every neighborhood.

"We aren't asking for everything. It's based on critical needs," said Ange Taylor, director of Parks and Recreation. "As the city's population has increased, park use has also and now they're being loved to death."

The last bond issue was 12 years ago, he added.

Plans for the 1999 bond issue are divided into three categories:

acquisition of 5.7 acres on the north bank of the Spokane River for potential park development ($4,083,000),

consolidation of parks maintenance and summer recreation offices into a single building ($3,100,000)

and various park improvements and renovation ($7,643,000).

The bond issue also includes one percent of the projects total for bond costs.

Proposed park improvements include several upgrades for Riverfront Park, including repair to damaged asphalt. Manito Park is also slated for road repair.

“Riverfront Park is the jewel of the city and should be cared for as an urban refuge," Taylor said. "We've got to take care of what we've got, and look forward to the next 10-15 years to accommodate growth."

After events like Pig Out in the Park, the grass takes a full week or two to recuperate, Taylor said. As such events become larger and more frequent, the park will begin to show more wear and tear. Acquisition of the north bank area would provide another grassy area for events and the opportunity to rotate events and spread out the use.

The area also would be used for an Imax science center, and for an expanded entertainment zone, with rides for all ages, Taylor said.

The bond issue would also provide for essential pool maintenance. Six neighborhood pools, including four on the North Side, would share $420,000 for patch and repair work on their concrete tanks, and painting of an epoxy surface for tank longevity.

Twenty-seven parks would receive $60,000 each for new playground equipment. North Side recipients would be: Audubon, B.A. Clark, Byrne, Chief Garry, Corbin, Emerson, Franklin, Friendship, Glass, Harmon, Hays, Heath, Hillyard, Indian Trail, Loma Vista, Nevada, Pacific, Rochester Heights, Ruth, Webster and Westgate.

"If lots of this play equipment is not replaced, it will have to be removed," Taylor said. "It's that old."

The soon-to-be-developed Five Mile Prairie community park would receive $1,800,000, and two new South Side parks would share $600,000.

The Rochester Heights, Indian Trail and Shadle community parks would divide $240,000 for new restrooms and drinking fountains. Shadle also would get an additional $80,000 for a new picnic shelter.

Tennis courts at two South Side parks would get $380,000 for renovation.

After asking the public to help determine a location, the Parks Department would use $200,000 to create a new North Side skate park.

And $1,170,000 would be used to implement the initial phase of the Manito Park master plan - including a redesign of the main parking and entry area, closing Tekoa to through traffic and extending landscaping and creating a parking lot at the Pond.

"We're at the point now where we have major expenses," Taylor said. "So we're coming to the voters to say, `We need some help.'"
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Abstract (Summary)

The first baby steps of a possible expansion of Riverfront Park to the north were taken Monday.

The Spokane Parks and Recreation Department won approval from the City Council to find a qualified firm to study possible uses of 15 acres north of the park.
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The first baby steps of a possible expansion of Riverfront Park to the north were taken Monday.

The Spokane Parks and Recreation Department won approval from the City Council to find a qualified firm to study possible uses of 15 acres north of the park.

The property is enclosed by Washington to the east, Cataldo to the north and part of Howard to the west.

It is owned by several city-government entities and one private party, Inland Northwest Corp.

Though no decisions have been made, the study will look at the possibility of moving the IMAX or the park's amusement rides to the site.

Other possibilities include building an aquatic center, science center or sports complex of some kind.

After finding a qualified firm, the parks department will return to the council, seeking authorization to go ahead with the study. That should be in about a month, said Paul Crutchfield, assistant director.
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