I. Cowles Co. led fraudulent activity is a criminal enterprise as defined in RICO

The Cowles Co.’s motivation for concealing Savage’s death is entwined and enmeshed in the original RPS Bond Fraud (See Pieces of Sunshine by Tim Connor) and subsequent RPS Bailout.  The RPS Parking Garage was fully depreciated in preparation to passing the accumulating liability of these failing parking barriers onto the City of Spokane with the much-touted RPS expansion project.  The owners were unwilling to spend any more money on the garage even though they were fully aware that these barriers were failing at the rate of one to three per year according former garage manger Rex Franklin.  The owners ordered Franklin to keep two sets of books – one to fraudulently show that the existing garage was operating in the black and the other to track its real losses ( a classic sign of a con or fraud. Franklin would later testify to this in his explosive civil deposition in the wrongful death civil action by the Savage family. 

Title of the garage would eventually pass to a shell nonprofit public foundation formed by the Cowles family that the original RPS bonds were issued on behalf of by the City of Spokane with the convoluted and contorted public financing of the garage’s expansion.  The IRS would later castigate all the players ruling that this deal was a fraud and a sham, “The Casino Was Rigged.”    Further once title of the garage was passed back to the Cowles Co in the RPS Bailout, the owners still did nothing to mitigate the imminent public hazard of the failing barriers until the death of Savage.  Savage’s death was the direct result of this public corruption as engendered by the continued operation of this criminal enterprise.  As you know, there is a serious question about whether that hazard has been fixed even now. The City of Spokane and the Spokane County Commission have failed to commission a study of the garage’s safety independent of the corruption that built the garage and killed Jo Savage.

Little has changed in this island region known as Spokane since the 1930's which was so vividly described in NYT Reporter Timothy Egan's book Breaking Blue documenting Sheriff Bamonte's solving of the oldest open murder case in US history.  This was the murder of the town marshal of Newport by active duty members of the Spokane Police Department that was covered up for some 50 years.  The systemic corruption of the political/governmental environment remains much the same, led by the Cowles media dynasty:

‘Deathtrap’ Cowles media dynasty called hub of organized crime by two former lawmen - Woman died, public threatened because of government collusion with powerful family, they say

As award winning investigative reporter Larry Shook (Camas Magazine and Girl from Hot Springs) recently commented on the Associated Press' apparent deferring to the interests of the Cowles Co by not engaging and reporting this story:

On Fri, Oct 2, 2009 at 7:35 AM, Larry Shook <lwshook@gmail.com> wrote:

Detective Wright:

Here’s what’s so troubling to me about AP’s handling of the RPS scandal. The blurb below is the agency’s boast about it’s work. When I apply this statement to AP’s RPS reporting, particularly given Spokane AP reporter Nick Geranios’s recent statements about it, it’s hard for me not to conclude that AP is instrumental in a cover-up that helps insulate Cowles activities from “more than half the world’s population.” For the Cowles family, that’s a pretty good insurance policy. Unfortunately, it puts AP in the same skeleton-hiding business as the Cowleses and public officials at various levels who do their bidding. This is a story about the power of an American publishing dynasty to corrupt government all the way up to the highest levels. It’s the story of the role played by that corruption in the death of an innocent woman. (See documentation at www.camasmagazine.com and www.girlfromhotsprings.com) [My emphasis].  The American journalism establishment is simply ignoring this story. The story will never go away, but the longer American journalism ignores it, the more it becomes part of the story. The moral seems to be that society’s watchdogs aren’t very good at watching themselves. I think public resignation about that is what sustains the Cowles family’s Wizard of Oz status. Larry Shook:

The Associated Press is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and information. On any given day, more than half the world’s population sees news from AP.

The manslaughter death of Jo Savage and its cover up are the Achilles heel of this ongoing criminal enterprise.  It was the continued operation of this criminal enterprise that was the proximate cause of the Savage death.  With the evidence that investigative reporters Larry Shook and Tim Connor have amassed and reported at Camas Magazine and Girl from Hot Springs, and with the release of the O. Yale Lewis documents, these cases in my opinion are now ripe for action in a civil RICO prosecution against the perpetrators – the ongoing criminal enterprise led by the Cowles Co as provided for in RICO [18 U.S.C. Section 1964(c)].

 In my reading of the Lewis documents the fraudulent conspiracy between the Cowles Co. and various “John and Jane Doe” public officials, as Lewis referred to them, was a classic Mexican standoff between the Cowles Co and the City of Spokane. The City of Spokane sought redress under the then Mayor John Talbott who hired Attorney O. Yale Lewis as the City’s special bond counsel to get to the bottom of the RPS fraud.  Had the conspiracy plank been pursued in Lewis’ Second Amended Complaint, the Cowles Co would have retaliated and exposed certain complicit elected/appointed officials to potential criminal charges.  Mayor Talbott was later defeated by John Powers.  Powers had the behind-the-scenes campaign support of Betsy Cowles who would use the Cowles Co.’s powerful PR firm of Rockey Hill and Knowlton to sandbag Talbott to remove the threat of exposure of the Cowles Co.’s criminal acts.  

Mayor Powers then hired Attorney Laurel Siddoway and Lewis was in essence fired.  The conspiracy charges in the City’s lawsuit were immediately dropped.  Siddoway would twice act to protect City officials from exposure to criminal charges by removing the conspiracy allegations against the Cowles Co.  Siddoway and Powers first double teamed Lewis to remove his conspiracy allegations.  In my read of the Lewis documents, Powers and Siddoway deceived Lewis to get his approval to remove his conspiracy allegations from his Second Amended Complaint by implying a settlement was imminent that never materialized.  Gary Ceriani who later brought the successful civil bond fraud on behalf of the defrauded first RPS bondholders included the conspiracy allegation.  The City would buy out Ceriani’s case and retained him to pursue the perpetrators that were to include the Cowles Co.  

Siddoway again removed the conspiracy allegations against the Cowles Co. to settle Ceriani’s case, against the strong opposition of Ceriani.  Ceriani’s objection was concealed by Siddoway from the Council that voted in favor of the RPS Bailout.  In fact Siddoway misled the Council to believe that Ceriani was in favor of this settlement.  In so doing Siddoway avoided the mutually assured destruction policy of the Cowles Co. that would have exposed the complicit City officials. Siddoway’s actions to protect these complicit City officials were adverse to the interests of the citizens/taxpayers/stakeholders of the City of Spokane who were ultimately the victims of these frauds.  The citizens/taxpayers/stakeholders were precluded from seeking redress from the Cowles Co. et al by Siddoway’s actions that gutted these fraud and conspiracy cases.
In a normal political environment an inquisitive free press would serve as a check by educating and informing its readers on this abuse of power and lack of action by their governmental entities.  These intertwined stories have great news value - The RPS Bond Fraud, the manslaughter death of Jo Savage, the underlying causes and their subsequent cover-ups.  This story would be Page One Above the Fold in the paper of record.  The press as a governmental watchdog by its reporting would drive public opinion that in turn would hold those elected/appointed officials accountable for their actions. Unfortunately in Spokane such information is squelched because the perpetrators own the local newspaper of record, The Spokesman-Review.  The S-R functions as an instrumentality of this ongoing criminal enterprise/conspiracy to conceal its criminal acts by its self-censorship and under reporting of stories that involve the business/real estate interests of its owners – the Cowles Co. 

The Cowles Co. will ruthlessly wield the Spokesman-Review as a weapon to cut off at the knees any politicians or critics by marginalizing any who would dare criticize their actions openly.  The Cowles Co will also employ predatory unfair competitive business practices to silence its critics.  The Cowles Co controls 80% the Spokane media market (See of Fancher Report cited below) by ad revenue.  The Cowles Co. will pull its own advertising revenue and compel other businesses to do the same from media or other businesses that would seek to expose its illegal acts.  KXLY TV was losing $100K in Cowles Co. ad revenue when it was doing hard-hitting investigative reporting on the RPS expansion project.  See also Camas Magazine reporting ( “Jamming Tom Grant,“ and “Requiem for a Reporter.”  

The Cowles Co will also squeeze other business owners that speak out by diverting clients from them (See my letter to the Federal Trade Commission 06-22-08).  The Cowles Co will also extort/intimidate employers to reign in or fire their employees that exercise their right of free speech to criticize actions of the Cowles Co as reported by Connor and Shook.  As Terrence Fancher noted when he wrote The Fancher Report or as formally titled, The Cowles Empire: A Report Relating to the Effects of Cowles Common Ownership of Media and Real Estate in Spokane, Washington:

Fancher said he interviewed more than 200 ‘past or present’ business and professional people and public officials. Many interviews were tape-recorded. His sources resided both in Spokane and around the country, he said. None would be named for fear of Cowles retaliation [My emphasis added].

A compelling FTC antitrust case can be made regarding a clear pattern and practice of unfair business practices carried out over many years by the Cowles Co et al that has given it an unfair competitive advantage over other businesses both new or established in the Spokane Regional Market. There are high costs associated for those who would choose to challenge the Cowles Co.’s market domination. New businesses are similarly deterred from locating here because of “the company town” nature of Spokane. See my letter of 06-17-08 to U.S. Attorney Jeffrey Sullivan: 
It was a divining moment for me when the sitting US Attorney Jim McDevitt for the Eastern District of WA, appeared on the Fuhrman Show to rebut what Shook had alleged on a previous show regarding McDevitt’s personal involvement in the RPS bond fraud.  It was at this moment based on my extensive law enforcement experience that McDevitt’s attempts to refute Shook’s charges rang hollow based on his hesitancy in answering questions, the tension in his voice, and his explanations for his inaction and passivity which were at odds with my knowledge of prosecutors who aggressively prosecute public corruption cases.  I immediately understood why no local, state, and or federal investigation had gained any traction into the RPS matters.  .  .

The Cowles Co holds Spokane hostage.  There is a paralysis of local, state, and the federal government to act, as they have been so thoroughly co-opted/ corrupted by this criminal enterprise.  The systemic level of political/governmental corruption in Spokane is the worst I've seen in my entire law enforcement career and extends to the highest levels of government.  

There is an expected behavior of how one should act and to look the other way with regard to Cowles Co. led criminal activity.  This is organized crime, just without the Sicilian surnames.
II. Causes of action for RICO filing:
The RPS Fraud, the RPS Bailout, the death of Savage that was a direct result of this criminal activity, the many other criminal acts committed over a many years as documented by Tim Connor and Larry Shook involving many state and federal crimes and acts to conceal or to obstruct the prosecution of these crimes are collectively grounds for bringing a federal civil RICO action as provided for in 18 U.S.C. Section 1964(c). The statute of limitations for such a RICO action is ten years from the last act.   In my review of Connor’s and Shook’s evidence and the US Department of Justice’s RICO prosecution manual (4th Edition July 2000), here are the RICO causes of actions on behalf of the citizens, taxpayers and stakeholders of the Municipal Corporation of the City of Spokane for civil redress:
The underlying criminal acts under Washington State Law are:   

Grand theft by fraud e.g., gifting of public funds; false misrepresentations in financial statements relied upon by public officials; conspiracy; perjury on a material fact in question in a civil deposition e.g., Betsy Cowles (See WA Press Council Report, pg 7) in Gary Ceriani’s civil bond fraud case; extortion of government employees to render criminal assistance; probable cause to believe the bribery of public officials; intimidation and or tampering with potential witnesses; malfeasance of elected/appointed officials; failure to perform official duties; rendering criminal assistance; the manslaughter death of Jo Savage e.g., her death which was the direct result of this public corruption; subsequent acts to conceal these crimes; and the obstruction of justice by the perpetrators or by those who aided and abetted the perpetrators. 

Under Federal Law these specific crimes and other federal crimes that would have similar elements of the above listed state crimes: 

Wire and mail fraud separately and in conjunction with securities fraud; IRS tax evasion by a tax-exempt bond fraud scheme; the subversion of HUD loans and the normal means by which they are collateralized; false/misleading statements on the FCC license renewal application for Cowles Co. owned KHQ TV station e.g., a legacy act remaining from the silencing of award winning TV reporter Tom Grant; potentially unlawful acts in financial disclosures in the purchase of KGA 1510AM from Citadel Broadcasting by Mapleton Communications to silence the Mark Fuhrman Radio Show (See my Sullivan letter 06-17-08); the use of predatory unfair/unlawful business practices amounting to extortion to conceal Cowles Co.’s criminal activity e.g., withholding of $100Ks in ad revenue from KXLY TV while Tom Grant was doing hard hitting pieces on the RPS expansion project; potentially lying to federal investigators; and the obstruction of justice.

